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Horizon2020 – some key facts 

• Nearly €80 billion over seven years 2014-2020 
• Covers in a streamlined way all research and innovation funding  
• €1.25 billion is the Irish Target for H2020 (FP7- €600M, FP6 - €200M) 
• Strong focus on societal challenges and innovation 
• Reaching out to non-traditional actors 
• More risk taking 
• Strengthened support for high-tech SMEs 
• More open, light & fast schemes 

 





The SME Instrument 



• Targeted at all types of innovative SMEs showing a strong ambition to 
develop, grow and internationalise 
 

• Only SMEs will be allowed to apply for funding and support 
 

• Single company support possible 
 

• No obligation for applicants to sequentially cover all three phases; each 
phase open to all SMEs 
 

• 70% funding (exceptions possible) 

SME Instrument - Main Features 



SME Instrument 
 





Phase 1 2014 Cut-off 
18/06/2014 

Cut-off  
24/09/2014 

Cut-off 
17/12/2014 

Total in 
2014 

Proposals 2662 1947 2363 6972 

Above threshold 317 (12%) 237 (12%) 320 (13,5%) 874 (12,5%) 

Funded 155 (49%) 178 (75%) 259 (81%) 592 (68%) 

Budget allocated  € 7.750.000 € 8.900.000 € 12.950.000 € 29.600.000 
 

Single companies 
rate for funded 
proposals 

95% 
 

91% 90% 92%  



Phase 2 2014 Cut-off 
09/10/2014 

Cut-off 
17/12/2014 

Total in 2014 

Proposals 580 629 1209 

Above threshold 132 (23%) 180 (29%) 312 (26%) 

Funded 60 (45%) 74 (41%) 134 (43%) 

Budget allocated  € 111.328.800 
(1,85 M€ per project) 

€ 117.615.077 
(1,59 M€ per project) 

€ 228.943.877 
(1,71 M€ per project) 
 

Single companies rate 
for funded proposals 

82% 80% 81% 



Top-10 country success rates 2014 
(all beneficiaries and all phases combined)   

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-beneficiaries  
 

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-beneficiaries
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-beneficiaries
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-beneficiaries
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-beneficiaries
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-beneficiaries


Fast Track to Innovation 



• The FTI pilot is the only fully-bottom-up measure in Horizon 2020 promoting close-to-the-
market innovation activities that is open to all types of participants 
• Follows bottom-up logic (within SC and LEITs) 
• One common call, permanently open, 3 cut-offs per year 
• Time-to-grant 6 months 
• Funds innovation actions (70%), grant up to €3M 
• Allows consortia of 3 to 5 members — mandatory industry involvement 
• Impact criterion has higher weighting in evaluations 
• Budget: €200M for 2015/2016 (100 + 100) — ca. 100 projects with EU contribution of ~ €2M 
• Future of pilot (beyond 2016) only decided after full evaluation 

Fast Track to Innovation 
 



Fast Track to Innovation 
 

Mandatory industry involvement can consist of:- 
• … either at least 60% of the overall budget of the proposal must be allocated to 
consortium partner(s) from industry  
• … or the minimum number of industry participants must be 2 in a consortium 
of 3 or 4 partners, and 3 in a consortium of 5 partners. 

Proposals shall include a business plan (market development strategy) 
SMEs and first-time industry applicants particularly welcome 
2015 deadlines: 29/4, 1/9, 1/12 
2016 deadlines: 3 deadlines t.b.c. 



Upcoming event 

H2020 Information Day on the Industrial Leadership Pillar 
28th July, Western Gateway Building, UCC 
Open event 
Sub programmes covered:  
•Information and Communication Technologies 

•Nanotechnology, Advanced Materials, Advanced Manufacturing, Biotechnology 
•SME Instrument 
•Fast Track to Innovation 
 
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/h2020-leit-information-day-tickets-17029045333  
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Contact details:- 
 
Stephen O’Reilly, ICT & FET 
Stephen.oreilly@enterprise-Ireland.com 
021 4800217 
 
Jill Leonard, SME & FTI 
01-727 2751 
Jill.leonard@enterprise-ireland.com  
 
Sean Burke, SME & FTI 
061 777048 
Sean.burke@enterprise-ireland.com 
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